
Before September 11th, talking to our children about terrorism

would have been unthinkable. But since then, they have been

exposed to the realities of a sometimes hostile world. That doesn’t

mean that national security has to be a scary subject. In fact, our

children are the key to our nation’s security and strength because

they are the future. How they define good citizenship as children

will have a significant impact on how they will guide America later.

When they learn to be accountable for their actions, respect 

diversity, and show compassion, they are learning to be good

American citizens. And when they practice that good citizenship 

in everyday situations, they serve as good role models for their 

community and someday, the world. National security is a 

commitment to good citizenship no matter the challenges,

and when our children learn that, they undermine those who

try to make us afraid.
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